
 

 

CITY OF WHITEHALL  
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

November 21, 2017 
 
 

PRESENT: Kevin Spencer, Jen Hain, Debi Hillebrand, Steve Salter, Ellie Dennis, Virginia 
DeMumbrum, Norm Kittleson 

 
ABSENT: None  
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Attorney Sweeting, City Manager Huebler, City Clerk Bourdon, and Chief 

Squiers 
 
Hillebrand called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Kittleson, seconded by DeMumbrum, CARRIED, to approve the agenda. All yeses. 

CONFIRMATION OF MAYOR AND MAYOR PRO TEM ELECTION 

Hillebrand requested that Rodger Sweeting provide background information. City Attorney 
Sweeting explained upon being asked if the council could do a secret ballot for selection of 
Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem, he found nothing prohibitive in the City Charter and the Open 
Meetings Act reference dealt only with votes that impugn public interest; so he didn’t take issue 
with it. City Council relying on that initial response took action with the secret ballot. On 
Wednesday he was able to do more research and, therefore, revised his opinion. He found 
two Attorney General Opinions, which are advisory, not law, that prohibit secret ballots and an 
unpublished appellate case that follows the Attorney General’s opinion. The result in the 
appellate case was that while it was a technical violation, it did not impugn public interest and 
as a result, the court didn’t invalidate the vote. To determine if it impugns public interest there 
has to be actual and determinable damage. City Attorney Sweeting believes that the Council’s 
secret ballot would be upheld in a court of law; but that they may find it in technical violation. 
The City Attorney’s opinion now is move forward with the open roll call vote. Taking the 
corrective action is not an admission to legal error. He then provided guidance on how to 
proceed for the election of the Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem and ratifying the acts of the city 
and by the Mayor for the past week. 

Motion by Dennis, seconded by Kittleson, CARRIED, to recast the council vote on nominees from 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017 for the Offices of Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem by roll call vote. 
Yes – 6; No – 1 (Salter) 

Roll Call Vote for nominations for Mayor: Hillebrand and Salter 
 
 For Salter: Salter, Spencer, and Hain 
 For Hillebrand: Hillebrand, Dennis, DeMumbrum, and Kittleson 
 
 Roll Call Vote for nominations for Mayor Pro Tem: Dennis and Salter 

For Salter: Salter, Spencer, and Hain 
 For Dennis: Hillebrand, Dennis, DeMumbrum, and Kittleson 
 

  



 

 

City of Whitehall Special Council Meeting Minutes 
November 21, 2017     
Page Two 
 

The Clerk administered the Oath of Office of Mayor to Debra Hillebrand and Mayor Pro Tem 
to Ellie Dennis. 
 
Motion by DeMumbrum, seconded by Kittleson, CARRIED, to ratify the acts of Hillebrand during 
the week November 14 through November 17, 2017. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Yes – DeMumbrum, Kittleson, Salter, Spencer, Hain, Dennis, Hillebrand;  
No – None; Absent – None. 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Jerry Rowe, 114 E. Lincoln, stated that secret votes were illegal and that he requested that we open 
every meeting with the pledge. 

Barbara Brinkman, 217 E. Lewis, stated that she would recall those on council who wanted the secret 
vote. 

Heather O’Connell, 4382 McMillan, voiced her concern over the money being wasted on errors. 

Jen Hain, council member, stated that feeling uncomfortable to vote openly is not a valid reason. If you 
run for office, it is your responsibility to make tough and uncomfortable decisions. 

Dee Jasick stated that if they were uncomfortable with their votes then they should step down. 

A resident (not identified) stated that democracy was founded on private voting and she does not see 
fault in their actions. 

Steve Salter, council member, apologized for where things stand and stated that it will be difficult to 
move forward but will do his best for the community. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion by Dennis, supported by DeMumbrum, CARRIED, that the Council meeting be adjourned 
at 6:21 p.m. All yeses. 

 
 

________________________________________ 
   Debra Hillebrand, Mayor  
 
 
 

________________________________________ 
      Brenda Bourdon, City Clerk 


