
Deer Hunting on Whitehall City Property – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Do I have to be a city resident to apply?
No. Regardless of residency, anyone who meets the requirements may apply to hunt on city property.

Who can hunt?
        Must apply through the City                     Must hold a valid Michigan DNR license                           Residency is not required

How do I apply?
Applications are available on the City’s website or at City Hall. Hunters must:

Designate which eligible city properties they would like to hunt on.
Rank their location preferences (1st choice, 2nd choice, etc.) on the application.
Pay the $10 fee.
Undergo a standard background check (as part of the process to ensure safety).

Why is deer hunting allowed on city property?
The City allows controlled hunting to help manage the urban deer population. Overpopulation can cause traffic hazards, damage
landscaping, and negatively impact native habitats.

What types of hunting are permitted?
Only limited and controlled bow, archery, or crossbow hunting is allowed. Firearms are not permitted.

Is there a lottery system?
Yes. If more hunters apply than spaces allow, a lottery will be held to assign hunters to a two-week hunting period based on the order of
names drawn.

When is the lottery?
The lottery drawing will be held on September 19 at 2 pm at City Hall. Hunters will be notified of their assigned hunting location and period
shortly after.

How long can I hunt if selected?
Each selected hunter will be assigned a two-week period during the designated bow season, October 1st to January 1st.

Where can hunting take place?
Hunting is only allowed on specific city-owned properties designated by the City Council. Hunters must indicate and rank their preferred
properties on the application. All hunting must be done from a temporary elevated tree stand or tripod stand — ground hunting is not
permitted.

Are there safety rules?
Yes. Hunters must:

Follow all Michigan DNR hunting regulations.
Hunt only within their assigned city property and timeframe.
Use elevated tree stands.
Carry the city hunting permit while on city property.

Can the public access hunting areas during season?
Yes. Hunting areas remain open to the public, but hunters are required to follow all safety protocols and remain mindful of other users.

What happens if I break the rules?
Violations may result in loss of hunting privileges on city property, fines, or other penalties under state law.

Who do I contact with questions?
City Hall – 231.894.4048 or the city’s website at 
https://cityofwhitehall.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Updated-Hunting-Ord-with-Maps.pdf
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