
CITY OF WHITEHALL 

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION MINUTES 

October 24, 2017 

5:00 p.m. 

 

PRESENT: Tanya Cabala, Dick Connell, Ellie Dennis, Debi Hillebrand, Jeff Holmstrom, 

Steve Salter, and Edward Whalen 

 

ABSENT: None  

 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Attorney Sweeting, City Manager Huebler, City Clerk Bourdon, and Chief 

Squiers 

 

Mayor Whalen called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Garden Room. 

 

Discussion Items 

Ground Breaking at Playhouse 

Mayor Whalen announced that there would be a groundbreaking ceremony at the Playhouse at 4:30 

on Friday, October 27th. 

 

Sidewalks 
City Manager Huebler provided handouts on the sidewalk proposals and reported that reps from 
K&R, Prein & Newhoff, the DPW Director, and Curt Jefferies, from the school, did a field inspection on 
the sidewalks at Ealy and downtown. K&R would do the installation at cost. 
 
Ealy: The sidewalk would be a straight shot connecting the two ends with curb cut; next spring we could 
stripe the crosswalk. Because of the time frame, we could use winter mix. Council Member Hillebrand 
asked if we would be voting on this. City Manager responded that council’s direction was to pursue 
putting in a sidewalk at Ealy. If a vote is desired then that would need to be done during the council 
meeting.  
 
Downtown: Front sidewalk would include an average 4” step up into entryway. The sloping will start 
further to the east in order to make the slope and minimize the size of the step. Still will be a 5% 
grade at landing. In the back, the ramp would stop before the General Store because of gas lines 
and a pole. K&R suggested doing an isolated ramp. It would be a 5% grade towards the parking lot. 
Anticipate getting a firm number in a few days. 
 
Council Member Connell asked if we were doing sidewalks on Elizabeth. City Manager Huebler 
responded that he did not anticipate any.  There is a sidewalk on the east side of the street as well. 
 
Council Member Dennis has concerns regarding the back side of the downtown sidewalk asking if 
we’re creating more problems with the ramp with different elevations on the sidewalk, instead of 
something more fluid. She suggested a location ramp alongside of the building.  
 
Council Member Hillebrand thought the sidewalk decision would be made based on the cost of the 
changes and that a decision had not been made. City Manager Huebler was working on the 
understanding that council did want him to move forward on solutions for the sidewalk. Council 
Member Hillebrand felt that the sidewalk at Ealy was satisfactory and it doesn’t make sense to add a 
sidewalk there when so many others need repair.  



 
Other 
 
Tree Planting 
Mayor ProTem Salter asked about the status of the tree planting downtown. City Manager Huebler 
responded that they have been measuring and setting flags, but do not have a definite date other 
than they were to be planted in October.  
 
Council Member Dennis asked who our forestry consultant is and wants to be sure we do the right 
thing. City Manager Huebler commented that we consult with experts in taking down trees (Borgman) 
and when planting (Weesies). 
 
Council Member Cabala asked about the sparging system at Tannery Bay where she thought there 
would be city council input prior to closing the issue. City Manager Huebler reported that, as 
previously presented to council, the sparging system was determined from the experts at Prein & 
Newhoff to no longer provide any benefit; the closure report was available to council and sent to the 
DEQ who was pleased with what was done. DEQ does not have time to do an active closure, so it will 
closed by default. He also stated that the monitoring wells and sparging system will remain in place, 
but the air blowers will be placed back into the marina. 
 
Council Member Holmstrom commented that he thought the Planning Commission was looking to limit 
the type of businesses downtown and focus on retail instead of commercial. Council Member Cabala 
mentioned that either planning or council voted that down. Council Member Dennis and Holmstrom 
would like that relooked at. City Manager Huebler stated that he will contact the MEDC (Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation) regarding our RRC (Redevelopment Ready Communities) to find 
out where we are; part of the process is a comprehensive review of zoning ordinances. 
 
Council Member Connell asked if the Playhouse plans have been finalized yet and asked if we were 
having a community meeting regarding the front façade. Council Members Dennis and Hillebrand also 
voiced a desire to have that community meeting. Connell asked if we’re still going with the glass 
façade. City Manager Huebler responded that we are due to multiple reasons with input from staff 
and designed by Resendes, experts in Theater design. 
 
Council Member Dennis requested parting wisdom from the three departing council members. Council 
Member Holmstrom stated that he’ll send his list as food for thought; Council Member Cabala 
encouraged the new council to be more proactive in bringing retail to the downtown; connecting the 
downtown to the lake; and hopes that the new solid waste committee member really cares about it 
and that the environmental issues are continued to be focused on. She also hopes that we have more 
welcoming committees. 
 
Public Comment 

None. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:52 p.m. 

 _______________________________ 

 Edward Whalen, Mayor 

 

 

 ________________________________ 

 Brenda Bourdon, City Clerk 



CITY OF WHITEHALL  
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

October 24, 2017 
 
 

PRESENT: Tanya Cabala, Dick Connell, Ellie Dennis, Debi Hillebrand, Jeff Holmstrom, 
Steve Salter, and Edward Whalen 

 
ABSENT: None  
 
ALSO PRESENT:  City Attorney Sweeting, City Manager Huebler, City Clerk Bourdon, Chief 

Squiers, DPW Director Armstrong, Nolan Throne 
 

Mayor Whalen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 

APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED AGENDA   

  Motion by Hillebrand, seconded by Connell, CARRIED, to approve the amended agenda which 
added item 10 C. Ealy sidewalk and 10 D. downtown sidewalk. All yeses. 

  
SPECIAL PRESENTATION   

Paul Matz, Senior Manager of Rehmann reviewed the 2017 Fiscal Year audit noting that a 
clean or unmodified opinion was issued. Paul also provided highlights of several financial 
statements. Paul also recognized Laurie and her staff for the fantastic job they did in 
preparing for the audit with accurate and complete information.  

Motion by Holmstrom, Seconded by Cabala, CARRIED, to accept the 2017 Fiscal Year audit as 
presented. All yeses. 

APPROVAL OF THE COUNCIL MINUTES 

Motion by Hillebrand, seconded by Salter, CARRIED, to approve the October 10th work session 
and council meeting minutes. All yeses. 
 
Council Member Cabala clarified that she suggested that the new council determine whether 
they would like the packets earlier than the Friday before in the work session minutes. 
 

APPROVAL OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE 

 Motion by Salter, seconded by Hillebrand, CARRIED, to approve the account payables in the 
amount of $440,977.85 and checks to be drawn in their several amounts. 

   

 Roll Call Vote: Yes – Salter, Hillebrand, Connell, Dennis, Cabala, Holmstrom and Whalen; 
No – None; Absent – None.  
 

COMMUNICATIONS 

None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

None 
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MESSAGES FROM THE MAYOR, COUNCIL, AND CITY MANAGER 

Mayor Whalen introduced Nolan Throne who has worked for the city on a part-time basis the 
last few years as our newest full-time DPW employee and welcomed him. 
 
Mayor Whalen proclaimed November 5, 2017 as “One Book, One Community Day.” 
 
Council Member Cabala provided a report on the solid waste committee noting that traffic is 
up and that they are finalizing plans for household hazardous waste disposal at the Transfer 
Station by next summer. She also commented that it has been a huge honor to serve on council; 
we have a great city and we are fortunate to live here and that the city runs quite well, but 
there is always room for improvement. 
 
Council Member Holmstrom commented that he had fun serving on council, that he has learned 
a lot, and that we have made a lot of progress. He commented that he will send his notes to 
future council members. 
 
City Manager Huebler thanked the outgoing council members for their support of staff and 
service to the city over the past twelve years. 
 
Mayor Whalen thanked his mentors, Norm Ullman, Mac Hatch and Henry Roesler, thanked city 
staff and voters for support, expressed respect to council for the difficulties of serving on 
council, and thanked one and all. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Charitable Gaming License – Sowing Resilience Community 

Motion by Salter, seconded by Cabala, CARRIED, to grant recognition to Sowing Resilience 

Community as a nonprofit to obtain a charitable gaming license.  

Roll Call Vote: Yes – Salter, Cabala, Holmstrom, Dennis, Hillebrand, Connell, and Whalen; 
No – None; Absent – None. 

B. Resolution 17-54: Nominating Petition Deadline 

Motion by Connell, seconded by Holmstrom, CARRIED, to replace the first Monday in August 

in each odd-numbered year with the 15 weeks prior to the November General Election in 

Section 3.8 to be consistent with Michigan Election law for the nominating petitions deadline 

and approves adding the appropriate notation in the City Charter.  

Roll Call Vote: Yes – Connell, Holmstrom, Dennis, Salter, Hillebrand, Cabala, and Whalen; 
No – None; Absent – None. 
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C. Ealy Sidewalk 

Motion by Holmstrom, seconded by Dennis, CARRIED, to approve the additional sidewalk at 

Ealy as presented. 

Roll Call Vote: Yes – Holmstrom, Dennis, Connell, Cabala; No – Salter, Hillebrand, Whalen; 

Absent – None. 

D. Downtown Sidewalk 

Motion by Holmstrom, seconded by Dennis, to approve the downtown sidewalk as 

presented. Discussion ensued on the desire for further exploration on the best solution for 

the back sidewalk of Northland Insurance. 

Motion by Holmstrom, seconded by Cabala, CARRIED, to amend the motion to approve 

only the front sidewalk as presented and postpone decision on the back sidewalk. All 

yeses. 

Motion by Holmstrom, seconded by Connell, CARRIED, to approve the front sidewalk as 

presented. 

Roll Call Vote: Yes – Holmstrom, Connell, Dennis, Cabala, Salter, Hillebrand, and Whalen; 

No – None; Absent – None. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ken Mahoney, from across the River, reminded council of the proposal for the Youth, Family & 
Community Millage that will appear on the November 7th ballot.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 Motion by Cabala, supported by Hillebrand, CARRIED, that the Council meeting be adjourned 
at 6:39 p.m. All yeses. 

 
 

________________________________________ 
   Edward Whalen, Mayor  
 
 
 

________________________________________ 
      Brenda Bourdon, City Clerk 


